Home and School Association

A ministry description for local church leaders

Introduction

Adventist church schools have been established under the direction of God. It has always
been God' s purpose to educate His children in a climate consistent with Hiswill. He
planned the first school in the Garden of Eden where His children were to learn the
wonders of the world they lived in. The church operates a school system to provide
children and youth with a balanced physical, mental, spiritual, social, and vocational
education, with God as the source of all moral value and truth. The stated interest of the
church isthe restoration in each person of the image of the Creator, resulting in the
optimum development of the whole person for both thislife and the life hereafter.

Early in the Old Testament instruction was given that followers of God were to be taught
in al significant areas of life; healthful living, civic order, social justice, purposeful work,
and the deeper meaning of God’ s divine character and law (Deut. 6:1-25). Thisisthe
continuing mission of the Seventh-day Adventist school system.

But teachers alone, even loving, Christian teachers, cannot do the work of leading young
people to salvation, knowledge, and maturity. The most effective education will take
place when teachers, parents, and church members work together to provide an
environment where children can learn and grow. Paul compares the church to abody in
which all of the parts “should have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every
part sufferswith it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. Now you are the
body of Christ, and each one of you isapart of it” (I Cor. 12:25-27). When parents
support the church school and the teachers, everyone is honored and everyone rejoices.

Duties of the Home and School Association

The ministry to which aperson is called when he or she becomes a Home and School
Association president can be described in the following duties.

1. Plan meetings. The Home and School president should plan for regular Home and
School meetings for parents, teachers, and other interested church members during the
school year. Careful thought should go into setting atime and place of meeting that will
be the most convenient for the majority of the members.

2. Promote Adventist education. Y our association should seek to assure that every child
in your church has the opportunity of attending a Seventh-day Adventist school. Show
support for the principles of Christian education by your example and leadership.

3. Raise funds. The Home and School Association can enhance the regular academic
program of the school by creatively raising funds for items such as audio-visua aids,
library resources, computers, and playground equipment. By uniting the parents and the
school in aproject to increase the effectiveness of the educational process you will aso
gain more cooperation and understanding between home and schooal.

4. Communicate with the church. Severa times during the school year you, or someone
you appoint, should appear before the entire congregation to promote Christian education
and create enthusiasm for the work of the Association. Many members with no children



in the church school will be willing to help support both financially and by volunteer
work when they see the needs of the school and are aware of the work projects being
done.

5. Encour age both parents and teachers. Parent education classes need to be offered to
teach parents how to instill right character traits and lead children toward heaven. Any
classes that will strengthen the home or encourage family worship will be a blessing for
the children of your church. Planning events to honor the teachersin your school will be
agreat encouragement to the Christian teachers who work with the children. Also
encourage teachers to better themselves by attending seminars and retreats.

Resource Materials

The following resources are recommended for your ministry. Y ou can purchase these by
calling AdventSource (800-328-0525), the Adventist Book Center (800-765-6955) or
your local Christian bookstore.

How to Help Your Child Really Love Jesus, by Donna Habenicht. A child development
specialist explains how children develop spiritually and offers practical suggestions on
how you can help children establish alasting friendship with God.

Visit AdventSource On-Line at www.adventsource.org for a complete list of the latest
resources available for local church leaders. Y ou can place an order or request a catalog
by calling 1-800-328-0525.

For information about additional resources and answersto your questions call the
Adventist Plusline at 1-800-732-7587 or visit them on-line at www.plusline.org.



